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Program Last Week 
Raymond Jetson 

Louisiana Family Recovery 
Corps 

     Our speaker began by telling us 
that he had reflected with Marjorie 
about his transitional visits to our 
club. His first visit was right before he 
started with the Louisiana Family 
Recovery Corps and now he is back 
just as he is about to leave. He also 

thanked us for what we do for the children and that we are needed 
now more than ever. When he started with LFRC after Hurricanes 
Katrina and Rita, Baton Rouge wasn’t as directly impacted as 
other parts of the state. Now as he leaves in the wake of Gustav 
and Ike, Baton Rouge has been hit. All four 100 year hurricanes 
impacted many communities and some were hit by all four. As they 
were still recovering from the first duo in 2005, they were hit by 
another two just last month. The southern part of the state will 
remain fragile. Part of this is that we haven’t addressed the issue 
of housing that began with Katrina. There are still over 30,000 
people still in temporary housing with most being from metro New 
Orleans. Many were renters before and less than 10% of the rental 
stock has returned. The crisis is looming as support for temporary 
housing will end in March 2009. This is critical since many of these 
individuals live here in Baton Rouge and cannot afford a place with 
federal help.  
     He was critical of the process. Contracts are let but they are 
given to people who only follow disasters making money off of 
them. He pointed out that two years after Katrina $20 million was 
allotted for trailers for people who were elderly or had a disability. 
He believes it would have made more sense to get these people 
something more permanent with this kind of money. After the type 
of disasters we have experienced, government is ill prepared to 
deal with the needs of the people. It would be better to have them 
met by local organizations such as churches that know what is 
needed. Government instead requires people jump through hoops 
to get the help that a local organization could easily handle. Not all 
can do it but those who can deserve the chance to do it. He noted 
he had been in government a long time and there are lots of good 
people in government but real solutions for real problems will not 
come from Washington but from groups such as Downtown 
Kiwanis and not from those who get contracts for profit. 

 
PANCAKE DAY 
OCTOBER 18 
13 Days Left 

Ads Due This Week  
 

A Message From the Redhat 

     Marjorie and Bonnie continued their 
vaudeville act in urging us to sell 
pancake tickets and ads. This past week 
they pantomimed their story and without 
saying a word (which for these two is a 
lot like the rest of us not breathing) they 

acted out climbing a ladder and putting money/tickets in the 
bucket. Bonnie’s aim was much better than Marjorie’s. They held 
up signs for audience participation and were only missing the 
upright piano with a ragtime player to make it complete. They 
finished and told us it was “Step Up and Sell those Tickets” which 
was on the tip of everyone’s tongue with their superb acting skills. 
But the point was well taken. We only have 13 days left. So step 
up, out or in or whatever it takes to get those pancake tickets sold. 

     Remember that additional tickets, deposit slips; Pancake Ad 
Invoices, 

last year's 
programs 

etc. are 
available in 
the back of 
our meeting 
room 

     The 
collection 

table--. We 
will have 

this 
available at 

every 
Thursdays meeting from now until October 9.  
     Those who sell ads please note that you need to:  
1) Complete the Pancake Ad Invoice with check or cash and bring 
to the collection table in the back of the meeting room or give to 
Tom Nielson, Pat Davis or Chris Tabor.  
2) If the ad is a renewable and has not changed since last year this 
is all what you need to bring.  
3) If it is a NEW AD you need to bring a copy of the Ad. This can 
be hard copy, CD or electronic (computer) transfer. 
     Ads will be collected until October 9.  
      DID YOU KNOW THAT WE COLLECTED $ 21,000 IN ADS 
LAST YEAR? LET’S BEAT IT TIGERS.  
     Those of you that have not been able to attend our weekly 
Kiwanis meeting and do not have a "Pancake Packet" with tickets, 
please contact me, "The Red Hat" Dietmar @ 296-4900 or 933-
2732 or by e-mail "drietschier@amitebasin.org". I will glad to mail 
or hand deliver. 
The Red Hat   El Gorro Rojo   Der Rote Hut  

Dietmar 
 

Don’t New Officers and Board Installed 
     Lt. Governor Charlie Jordan made the trip over to our meeting 
this past week to install the new officers and board members for 
our club. Someone had asked him if he was still running for office 
to which he replied No, It’s over I didn’t run fast enough. He noted 
that he had been in the Red Stick Kiwanis Club for 38 years and 
recalled his first Kiwanis club visit in 1952. He asked if their were 
any members present who were in the club back then and Maury 
O’Rourk, Louis Curet and Billy Karns all acknowledged that they 
were. Charlie said he was at our meeting back then as a 6th grader 
who was receiving 
one of our Courtesy 
Awards. He also 
encouraged us to 
attend both 
International and 
District Conventions 
so that we can find 
out what Kiwanis is 
really about. He 
noted over the years 
he had heard many 
great speakers and 
was able to meet 
them. He noted 
Jesse Owens 
(1974), Roy Rogers 
and Dale 
Evans(1988) and just this past District Convention was able to 
meet Olympic Marathoner Dave Wattle.  He then installed our new 
officers first by bestowing on Robert Collins the most coveted 
position in Kiwanis, Past President. He then reinstalled long time 
secretary and treasurer, respectively Ken Paxton and Carl 
Benedict before finishing up with Dietmar Rietschier, Bruce 
Hammatt and the new incoming board members. Last was Chris 
Tabor who Charlie installed as President for 2008-09. 


